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DETAILED ACTION 

In view of the appeal brief filed on 10/25/2005 PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the 
following two options: 

(1 ) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply 
under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 3 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) initiate a new appeal by filing a notice of appeal under 37 CFR 41 .31 followed 
by an appeal brief under 37 CFR 41 .37. The previously paid notice of appeal fee and 
appeal brief fee can be applied to the new appeal. If, however, the appeal fees set forth 
in 37 CFR 41 .20 have been increased since they were previously paid, then appellant 
must pay the difference between the increased fees and the amount previously paid. 

A Supervisory Patent Examiner (SPE) has approved of reopening prosecution by 
signing below: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Blinn et 
al. (US 5,999,914). 
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Blinn et al. (Blinn) teaches a promotion method, system and computer-readable 
recording medium having instructions embedded therein for performing said method, 
comprising: 

Claim 4. Said system, comprising: 

a storing device storing a plurality of membership qualification tables of a plurality 
of services in a membership qualification system, each of the plurality of membership 
qualification tables including qualification criterion information for qualifying membership 
of a corresponding service (Fig. 16), and defining a prescribed service of which a user 
ought to be a member to have a membership qualification for the corresponding service 
(Fig. 17), and identification information of a first service of the plurality of services being 
included by qualification criterion information for qualifying membership of a second 
service of the plurality of services for indicating the prescribed service (C. 22, L. 65 - C. 
23, L 15); 

a receiving device receiving information of a user for whom membership 
qualification is performed (C. 7, L. 37-49); 

a first determining device determining, in response to the information of the user, 
whether the user is utilizing the first service when the user wants to become a member 
of the second service (C. 2, L. 21-23; C. 11, L 46-47, 55-56); 

a second determining device determining that the user has a membership qualifi- 
cation for the second service by referring to the membership qualification table of the 
second service and checking that the identification information of the first service is 
included in the qualification criterion information of the second service when the user is 
utilizing the first service (C. 8, L. 18, 22-23; C. 18, L. 27-48). 

Claim 1. Said system, wherein said storing device stores a plurality of service 
tables of the services, each of which includes a membership condition of a 
corresponding service (Figs. 13-16), wherein said receiving device receives from the 
user a request to present an available membership service for the user (C. 17, L. 3-7), 
and wherein said processing system further comprises: 
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a selecting device extracting, from among the plurality of service tables, a first 
membership condition from a service table of a current service of which the user has 
become a member (C. 18, L. 27-48), and a second membership condition from at least 
one service table of at least one other service of which the user has not become a 
member in response to the request, comparing the first and second membership 
conditions, and selecting an eligible service of which the user can become a member, 
and a presenting device presenting information to the user about the eligible service of 
which the user can become a member (C. 22, L. 65 - C. 23, L. 15). 

Claim 2. Said system, wherein when the user is a member of at least two 
services, said selecting device totals membership conditions of the at least two services 
using an AND operation and compares a totaled membership condition with the second 
membership condition of the service of which the user has not become a member 
(evaluating eligibility of the shopper by comparing shopper's criteria against promotion 
table criteria) (C. 18, L. 27-48). 

Claim 3. Said system, comprising a registering device registering common 
certificate information (membership condition) that is in common with the at least two 
services, wherein said receiving device receives certificate information (identity) of the 
user, and wherein, when the certificate information of the user corresponds to the 
common certificate information (when it is confirmed that the shopper is a member), 
said selecting device obtains the membership conditions of the at least two services 
based on the certificate information of the user (confirming eligibility of a shopper for a 
membership discount) (C. 18, L. 27-48; C. 22, L. 65 - C. 23, L. 15). 

Claim 5. Said system, comprising a registering device registering certificate 
information for a service that the user is utilizing, wherein said receiving device receives 
identification information of the certificate information of the user, and wherein when the 
identification information corresponds to the registered certificate information, said first 
determining device obtains information about the service that the user is utilizing based 
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on the identification information and determines whether or not the user is utilizing the 
first service (confirming eligibility of a shopper for a membership discount) (C. 18, L 27- 
48; C. 22, L 65 -C. 23, L. 15). 

Claim 6. Said system, comprising: 

a storing device storing a plurality of service tables of a plurality of existing 
services in a membership qualification system, each of the plurality of service tables 
including a membership condition of a corresponding service of the plurality of existing 
services (C. 22, L. 65 - C. 23, L. 15); 

a designating device designating a new membership condition (Fig. 12A); 

a simulating device comparing each membership condition of the service tables 

of the existing services with the new membership condition, adding information of 
users who are members of an existing service to a member count table when the new 
membership condition satisfies an old membership condition of the existing service, and 
obtaining new member information about a number of users who can become members 
of another service corresponding to the new membership condition by counting a 
number of pieces of information contained in the member count table (evaluating 
eligibility of the shopper by comparing shopper's criteria against promotion table criteria) 
(C. 18, L. 27-48; C. 22, L. 65 - C. 23, L 15); and 

an output device outputting the new member information (Fig. 12A). 

Claim 7. Said system, comprising: 

a registering device registering a plurality of pieces of certificate information of 
the plurality of users who are utilizing the existing services (identifying are shoppers 
members), wherein said simulating device adds certificate information of the users who 
are the members of the existing service to the member count table when the new 
membership condition satisfies the old membership condition of the existing service, 
counts a number of the pieces of certificate information contained in the member count 
table, and obtains the number of users who can become the members of the other 
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service corresponding to the new membership condition (evaluating eligibility of the 
shopper by comparing shopper's criteria against promotion table criteria) 
(C. 18, L 27-48; C. 22, L 65 - C. 23, L 15). 

Claim 9. Said computer-readable recording medium on which at least one 
program for a computer is recorded, said program comprising: 

receiving information of a user for whom membership qualification is performed 
(C. 38, L 9-10); 

determining whether the user is utilizing a first service in a membership 
qualification system using membership qualification tables of services, each of the 
membership qualification tables including qualification criterion information for qualifying 
membership of a corresponding service and defining a prescribed service of which a 
user ought to be a member to have a membership qualification for the corresponding 
service, when the user wants to become a member of a second service in the 
membership qualification system based on the identification information of the first 
service included in the qualification criterion information for qualifying membership of 
the second service (C. 22, L. 65 - C. 23, L. 15); and 

determining that the user has a membership qualification for the second service 
by referring to the membership qualification table of the second service and checking 
that the identification information of the first service is included in the qualification 
criterion information of the second service when the user is utilizing the first service (C. 
18, L 27-48). 

Claim 8. Said system, wherein by said receiving the computer receives from the 
user a request to present an available membership service for the user, and wherein 
said method further comprises: 

extracting, in response to the request, from among a plurality of service tables of 
the services, each of which includes a first membership condition of a current service of 
which the user has become a member, and a second membership condition from at 
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least one service table of at least one other service of which the user has not become a 
member (C. 18, L. 27-48); 

comparing the first and second membership conditions (C. 18, L. 27-48); 

selecting an eligible service of which the user can become a member, and 
presenting information to the user about the eligible service of which the user can 
become a member (C. 22, L. 65 - C. 23, L. 1 5). 

Claim 10. Said computer-readable recording medium on which at least one 
program for a computer is recorded, said at least one program causing the computer to 
perform: 

storing service tables of existing services, each of the service tables including a 
membership condition of a corresponding service of the existing services (Figs. 13-16; 

designating a new membership condition (C. 22, L. 65 - C. 23, L. 15); 

comparing each membership condition of the service tables of the existing 
services in a membership qualification system with the new membership condition (C. 
18, L. 27-48); 

adding information of users who are members of an existing service to a member 
count table when the new membership condition satisfies an old membership condition 
of the existing service (C. 18, L. 27-48); 

obtaining new member information about a number of users who can become 
members of another service corresponding to the new membership condition by 
counting a number of pieces of information contained in the member count table (C. 1 1 , 
L 46-47, 55-56); 

outputting the new member information (Fig. 12A). 

Claim 11. Said method as set forth in claim 12, wherein said storing includes 
storing a plurality of service tables of the services, each of the service tables 
including a membership condition of a corresponding service (Fig. 13-16), wherein said 
receiving includes receiving from the user a request to present an available membership 
service for the user, wherein said processing method further comprises: 
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extracting, in response to the request, from among the plurality of service 
tables, a first membership condition from a service table of a current service of which 
the user has become a member and a second membership condition from at least one 
service table of at least one other service of which the user has not become a member 
(C. 18, L. 27-48); 

comparing the first and second membership conditions (C. 18, L. 27-48); 

selecting an eligible service of which the user can become a member, and 
wherein said displaying includes displaying information about the eligible service 
of which the user can become a member on the screen (Fig. 17). 

Claim 12. Said method, comprising: 

referencing the qualification criterion information for qualifying membership of a 

first service in a membership qualification system using membership qualification 
tables of services, each of the membership qualification tables including qualification 
criterion information for qualifying membership of a corresponding service and defining 
a prescribed service of which a user ought to be a member to have a membership 
qualification for the corresponding service, when a user wants to become a member of 
the first service (C. 22, L. 65 - C. 23, L. 15); 

receiving information of a user for whom membership qualification is performed 
determining, in response to the information of the user, whether the user is 
utilizing a second service in the membership qualification system based on the 
identification information of the second service included in the qualification criterion 
information (C. 11, L. 46-47, 55-56); 

determining that the user has a membership qualification for the first service by 
referring to the membership qualification table of the first service and checking that the 
identification information of the second service is included in the qualification criterion 
information of the first service when the user is utilizing the second service (C. 18, L. 27- 
48); 

displaying a qualification result on a screen (Fig. 17). 
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Claim 13. Said method, comprising: 

storing service tables of existing services, each of the service tables including a 
membership condition of a corresponding service of the existing services (Figs. 13-17); 

designating a new membership condition (Fig. 12A; C. 38, C. 9-10); 

comparing each membership condition of the service tables of the existing 
services in a membership qualification system with the new membership condition (C. 
18, L 27-48); 

adding information of users who are members of an existing service to a member 
count table when the new membership condition satisfies an old membership condition 
of the existing service (C. 18, L. 27-48); 

obtaining new member information of a number of users that can become 
members of another service corresponding to the new membership condition by 
counting a number of pieces of information contained in the member count table (C. 11, 
L. 46-47, 55-56); 

displaying the new member information on a screen (Fig. 12A; 17). 
Claim 15. Said system, comprising: 

storing means for storing membership qualification tables of services in a 
membership qualification system, each of the membership qualification tables including 
qualification criterion information for qualifying membership of a corresponding service 
and defining a prescribed service of which a user ought to be a member to have a 
membership qualification for the corresponding service, and identification information of 
a first service included in the qualification criterion information for qualifying membership 
of a second service for indicating the prescribed service (Figs. 13-17); 

a receiving device receiving information of a user for whom membership 
qualification is performed (C. 7, L. 37-49); 

first determining means for determining, in response to the information of the 
user, whether the user is utilizing the first service when the user wants to become a 
member of the second service (C. 2, L 21-23; C. 11, L 46-47, 55-56); 
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second determining means for determining that the user has a membership 
qualification for the second service by referring to the membership qualification table of 
the second service and checking that the identification information of the first service is 
included in the qualification criterion information of the second service when the user is 
utilizing the first service (C. 8, L. 18, 22-23; C. 18, L. 27-48). 

Claim 14. Said system as set forth in claim 15, wherein said storing means stores 
a plurality of service tables of the services, each of which includes a membership 
condition of a corresponding service (Figs, 13-17), wherein said receiving means 
receives from the user a request to present an available membership service for the 
user (C. 7, L. 37-49), and wherein said processing system further comprises: 

selecting means for extracting, from among the plurality of service tables, 
a first membership condition from a service table of a current service of which the user 
has become a member and a second membership condition from at least one service 
table of at least one other service of which the user has not become a member in 
response to the request, comparing the first and second membership conditions, and 
selecting an eligible service of which the user can become a member (C. 18, L. 27-48); 

presenting means for presenting information to the user about the eligible 
service of which the user can become a member (C. 7, L. 37-49). 

Claim 16. Said system, comprising: 

storing means for storing service tables of a existing services in a membership 
qualification system, each of the service tables including a membership condition of a 
corresponding service of the existing services (Figs. 13-17); 

designating means for designating a new membership condition (C. 38, L. 9-10); 

simulating means for comparing each membership condition of the service tables 
of the existing services with the new membership condition, adding information of users 
who are members of an existing service to a member count table when the new 
membership condition satisfies an old membership condition of the existing service and 
obtaining new member information about a number of users who can become members 
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of another service corresponding to the new membership condition by counting a 
number of pieces of information contained in the member count table (C. 18, L. 27-48); 
output means for outputting the new member information (Fig. 12A). 

Claim 18. Said computer accessible transfer medium supplying a program to a 
computer, said program causing the computer to perform: 

receiving information of a user for whom membership qualification is performed 
(C. 7, L. 37-49); 

determining, in response to the information of the user, whether the user is 
utilizing a first service in a membership qualification system using membership 
qualification tables of services, each of the membership qualification tables including 
qualification criterion information for qualifying membership of a corresponding service 
and defining a prescribed service of which a user ought to be a member to have a 
membership qualification for the corresponding service, when the user wants to become 
a member of a second service in the membership qualification system based on 
identification information of the first service included in qualification criterion information 
for qualifying membership of the second service (C. 22, L. 65 - C. 23, L. 15); 

determining that the user has a membership qualification for the second service 
by referring to the membership qualification table of the second service and checking 
that the identification information of the first service is included in the qualification 
criterion information of the second service when the user is utilizing the first service (C. 
18, L. 27-48). 

Claim 17. Said computer accessible transfer medium as set forth in claim 18, 
said program further causing the computer to perform: 

extracting, from a plurality of service tables of the services, a first membership 
condition from a service table of a current service in a membership qualification system 
of which a user has become a member and a second membership condition from at 
least one service table of at least one other service in the membership qualification 
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system of which the user has not become a member in response to the request (C. 18, 
L. 27-48); 

comparing the first and second membership conditions (C. 18, L. 27-48); 
selecting an eligible service of which the user can become a member (C. 38, L. 

9-10); 

presenting information to the user about the eligible service of which the user can 
become a member (C. 7, L. 37-49). 

Claim 19. Said computer accessible transfer medium supplying a program to a 
computer, said program causing the computer to perform: 

storing service tables of existing services, each of the service tables including a 
membership condition of a corresponding service of the existing services (Figs. 13-17); 

designating a new membership condition (C. 38, L. 9-10); 

comparing each membership condition of the service tables of the existing 
services in a membership qualification system with the new membership condition (C. 
18, L 27-48); 

adding information of users who are members of an existing service to a member 
count table when the new membership condition satisfies an old membership condition 
of the existing service (C. 18, L 27-48); 

obtaining new member information about a number of users who can become 
members of another service corresponding to the new membership condition by 
counting a number of pieces of information contained in the member count table (C. 18, 
L. 27-48); 

outputting the new member information (Fig. 12A). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to Claims 1-19 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Igor Borissov whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6801 . If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on 571-272-6708. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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